OLD SARUM AND
SALISBURY

Salisbury, the capital of the Plain, set in its green water
.....meadows on the hanks of the Avon, was once situated on

the isolated lull, a mile and a half away, now called Old
Suruin. 'There, on the site of a Saxon township, were the castle
of the Karls of Salisbury, a large Norman cathedral and a town
of sufficient si/e to be the scene of frequent royal visits of
national importance. Then, in the thirteenth century, Old
Sarum was deserted by townspeople and churchmen alike,
only the castle remaining in steadily declining importance until,
in the sixteenth century, it too fell into ruins. Yet Old Samm,
first represented in the Parliament of 1294, continued to send
its two members until 1832 when it was abolished after having
provided the Reformers with a stock example of the anomalies
of our representative system,

Sarum became a bishopric in 1075, its Cathedral being
begun by the saintly Bishop Osmund, famous as the author of
the Ihe of Samm. His successor, Bishop Roger, was a very
different type of churchman. He owed his rise to Henry I,
who, halting for Mass at a small church in Normandy of which
Roger was priest, was delighted with the speed with which
the service was conducted* Roger became chaplain to the
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